Working Along the Roadway
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Information You Can Use to Prevent Accidents & Injuries

First and foremost - BE VISIBLE. Wear bright, high-visibility clothing, meeting ANSI standards.
Look for hazards. Always survey the work area for potential hazards. Besides the

traffic, what’s out there?

Plan multiple escape routes. Where will you run if a vehicle drives into the work area?

Use the buddy system. Everybody watches out for everybody else. Frequent
glances at oncoming traffic.

Make eye contact with equipment operators. Be sure you always have eye contact with an operator
before approaching equipment. Let the operator know where you’re going and what you’re doing.

Never approach equipment from the operator’s blind spot. Stay out of the danger zone - the area
directly behind the equipment.

Don’t hitch rides on equipment, especially just by hopping on the side of moving equipment and
grabbing hold of something. It’s just as easy to fall off and get run over.

Where’s the traffic? Know where you are in relation to the traffic at all times. Don’t work with your back
to oncoming traffic. Don’t bend or stoop toward the traffic lane if working next to live traffic.

Watch out for large side mirrors on passing vehicles. When stopping on a project or along the highway,
check your mirrors and make sure you are clear before opening a door and stepping out.

Stay out of “crush zones.” Don’t put yourself near a fixed stationary object or between two pieces of
equipment where you can be crushed when something moves.

Always stay on the working side of the barrier wall and not on the live traffic side. That’s why we call it
the working side. Don’t cross bi-directional traffic or permanent barrier walls on freeways or
interstates.

Buckle up before starting up and running your equipment. Turn on the strobes if available.

Look in all directions. Remember that it’s difficult to see other vehicles that might blend in with their
surroundings. You can miss seeing them with a quick glance. Take several seconds to look in each
direction.

Always be alert for emergency equipment and school buses - give them the right of way.

Check out your traffic control once it’s set up. Drive through the advance warning area and work area
to make sure all signs and traffic control devices are visible and drivers are not being misled.

Plan your equipment route through the work zone to minimize the number of turn-arounds and backing
up of trucks.

Watch where you park. Stay out of equipment operator’s blind spots or swing radius.
Know what alerting procedures and communications are being used in the work zone.

Users of this tailgate talk are advised to determine the suitability of the information as it applies to local situations and work practices and its conformance

with applicable laws and regulations.\
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