
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Object Markers 
By Bill Anderson, NDLTAP Technical Support Representative 

  
  
The following definitions are from the "Manual on Uniform Traffic 

Control Devices, 2009 Edition, Section  A.13". 

Roadway - that apportion of a highway, improved, designed or 

ordinarily used for vehicular travel and parking lanes, but exclusive 

of the sidewalk, berm or shoulder 
  
Warning sign - a sign that gives notice to road users of a situation 

that might not be readily apparent.  



  
Type 1, 2, and 3 object markers are used to mark obstructions within or adjacent to the 

roadway.  Type 4 object markers are used to mark the end of the roadway. "Manual on 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 2009 Edition Section 2C.64". 

  
Obstructions not actually within the roadway are sometimes so close to the edge of the 

road that they need a marker.  These include underpass piers, bridge abutments, 

handrails, ends of traffic barriers, utility poles and culvert headwalls. "Manual on 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 2009 Edition, Section 2C.65". 

Type 1 and Type 4 object markers shall not be used to mark obstructions adjacent to 

the road. "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 2009 Edition, Section 2C.65". 
   
Where Type 3 object markers are applied to guardrail or other roadside appurtances, 

the sheeting, without substrate shall be directly affixed to the approach end of the 

guardrail. "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 2009 Edition, Section 2C.65". 
  
Culverts and culvert headwalls are the most numerous obstructions adjacent to rural 

North Dakota roadways. 
  
The minimum clear zone based upon AASHTO design standards is 7 feet for very low 

traffic speeds and volume.  The first objective should be to remove 

hazards/obstructions within the clear zone of the roadway.  This will still leave 

hazards/obstructions not readily apparent to the road users.  In particular, large 

drainage structures are the most apparent.  Often the in-slope of the roadway steepens 

at the ends of these structures.  In my opinion, where the end section is vertical or near 

vertical, prior to the normal bottom of the in-slope object markers is warranted. 
  
Where the end section of the structure does not affect the in-slope and clear zone 

requirements are met the object marker is not warranted.   

Do not confuse delineators with the object markers.   Delineators are used to mark 

roadway location and not hazards. "Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices, 2009 

Edition, Section 3F.01" 
  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

The Bakken Briefing will be sent to you monthly to address important 
 



transportation infrastructure topics.  The Bakken Briefing is sponsored by 

the North Dakota Association of Oil and Gas Producing Counties 

   

Please contact Bill with any questions or comments: 

Bill Anderson 

701.220.9337 

William.anderson.5@ndsu.edu 

   

or 

   

Dale Heglund, NDLTAP Program Director 

dale.heglund@ndsu.edu 

701.328.9857 

  
North Dakota State University does not discriminate on the basis of age, color, disability, gender expression/identity, 

genetic information, marital status, national origin, public assistance status, sex, sexual orientation, status as a U.S. 

veteran., race or religion. Direct inquiries to the Vice President for Equity, Diversity and Global Outreach, 205 Old Main, 

(701) 231-7708. 
  

STAY CONNECTED 
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