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Why do I need traffic counts

• #1 – A tool to make informed decisions
− Surface Selection Tool

− Maintenance Frequency 

• “I get about 80 trucks a day on this 

road going 70mph plus”
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Why do I need traffic counts

• Subjective refers to personal 

perspectives, feelings, or opinions 

entering the decision making process. 

• Objective refers to the elimination of 

subjective perspectives and a process 

that is purely based on hard facts
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• ADT – Average Daily Traffic

− Average # of vehicle (short duration)

− ADT can be converted to AADT

• AADT – Annual Average Daily Traffic

− Represents data for the entire year (more 

accurate)

− AADT = ADT x Adjustment Factor
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85th Percentile Speed

• 85% of vehicle traveling in this speed. 

Used as a guide in setting or adjusting 

the posted speed.
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-small, portable and easy to deploy package
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Features of a Radar Traffic Counter 

• 2+ Weeks Run Time On Batteries

• Simple point and go installation

• Multilane Bidirectional Counting

• Approx: $3000 turn-key setup
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Features of a Radar Traffic Counter 

• Tube counters require work in the 

roadway to place and recover the 

equipment

• Tubes degrade if broken may be 

difficult to repair immediately

• Around 50,000 miles of gravel road
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Loan Program
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