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Transmission 
pipelines reach 
across our country 
and are located in 
urban and rural 
areas. 

Pipelines and Informed Planning Alliance 
(PIPA)



Transmission 
pipelines link 
energy 
production to 
end users. 
(Natural Gas)
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Consultation/Planning Zone
in a Rural County

• What: Transmission Pipeline (Natural Gas)

• Where: Brookings County, South Dakota

• When: Constructed? Easements dated 1956

• Why: Public Safety

• Who: 
– Brookings County Citizens, pop: 28,220, 47,000 cattle
– Northern Natural Gas Company



BL04 and BL05

• BL04:  Consultation Zone Ordinance 
Recommended

• BL05:  Define Consultation Zone



Distance 
defined by 

local 
ordinance

Distance 
defined by 

local 
ordinance

Pipeline

Consultation 
Zone

Proposed Consultation Zone
Absent site-specific information

• 660-1000 feet Natural Gas Pipelines
• 1000-1500 Hazardous Liquid Pipelines



Proposed Planning Zone



16,600 miles







Easements

• Dated/Signed: 1956
• “Blanket” easements up to 160 acres at a 

time.
• Sufficient depth not interfere with 

cultivation of soil.
• Pay damages arising from damage to 

crops, trees, shrubbery, fences or 
buildings from construction, maintenance 
or operation of said pipeline.







Developers Handbook



Thank You

• Robert W. Hill
• Brookings County
• Planning, Zoning and Drainage Department
• Brookings, South Dakota
• www.brookingscountysd.gov
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